
Learning Segment Goal:  Students will be able to analyze different aspects of writing (style, word choice, etc.) and be able to evaluate the author’s purpose in their choices. Furthermore, students will be able to critically evaluate the effect an author’s culture and background has on their memoir writing.


Lesson Goal: 

Students will recognize and discuss the differences in writer’s styles and how this affects the impact of the writing
Measurable Objectives:

· Students will be able to infer what the author’s purpose was in using his/her style
· Students will be able to imitate another author’s style or create a distinct style of their own.
CCSS:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.11-12.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful. (Include Shakespeare as well as other authors.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
Materials:

Everybody into the Pool by Beth Lisick 

· “Greetings From Our Special Bubble” 
Pens/Pencils

Highlighters

Students will be given copies of both memoirs and it is expected that they annotate them according to the lesson. They will have read the Kincaid memoir for homework and come to class prepared to discuss it.

Procedure:

1. Set Induction (5 minutes)

· the teacher will bring up a short PowerPoint 
· students will discuss their stories with the person next to them
· repeat with second slide
· teacher will quickly call the class together and ask someone to share from their discussion
· “A writer has a distinct style just like the people in the pictures. The way an author writes says just as much about who they are as the information that they choose to add in their stories.”
·  How do we define style? (Write student answers on the board)
· 
“Style in literature is the literary element that describes the ways that the author uses words — the author's word choice, sentence structure, figurative language, and sentence arrangement all work together to establish mood, images, and meaning in the text. Style describes how the author describes events, objects, and ideas.”
2. [Model] The teacher will hand out short story “Greetings from our Special Bubble”. The teacher will read this short text aloud. The teacher will model identifying elements of style from the text. [Specific examples:  use of southern language like “y’all”; narrator speaking directly to audience which creates a more intimate feeling/more motivation to care about main character; lots of hyperbole and dramatic language makes audience believe narrator is teenage girl] (10 mins) 

· Students will use structured handout to demonstrate how to mark up their text and how to take notes on elements of style, including page numbers. 

3. [Guided practice] The teacher will hand out short story “Elf from Green Lake”. In pairs, students will read this story aloud and work together to identify any elements of style. (10 mins) 
· Students will use same structured handout to mark up their text and to take notes on elements of style, including page numbers.
· Teacher will work directly with group(s) to do additional modeling as necessary
4. After they are done reading, pairs will combine into small groups to discuss what they have found. The teacher will circulate the room and listen in and direct the small group discussions.  As the students finish they will be given a handout with questions to guide discussions. (15 minutes). 
· Some students will be placed into specific learning groups in order for them to be most successful. The teacher will also be aware of the groups that will need help with focusing and redirecting and will circulate more frequently to those groups.

5. In these discussions, the students will then be asked to discuss answers the following questions: 

· What are the distinct aspects of style that each author uses? (Compare/contrast the style choices used by each author)
· How does this writing style impact the story? 

· Outside of the information given about the author and her family in the stories, what do the stylistic choices show about the authors?

Students must use explicit textual evidence in their answers. Although they do not have to be full sentences or paragraphs, students will be expected to be ready to discuss with examples. While groups are discussing, they will have one student log on to Todaysmeet.com/ourspecialbubble and update the class on their group discussions. This is not a place for full answers, but instead questions, comments and observations that the class can discuss as a whole.
· Students who are not as comfortable talking will be able to rely on the handout to write their answers down which will count as participation. 


5. The class will regroup and discuss these questions as a whole (5 mins).
· Give examples of different ways to say “He kicked the bucket” etc. What is the impact of saying this in these different ways? 

· Compare and contrast the style choices of: “I’m sorry your husband kicked the bucket so young.” and “I’m sorry your husband passed away so soon”. Why do you think the author chose this language style? Support your response with specific details from the text.
·  Students who need more support in large discussions will be allowed time to write their answers down before they discuss. If there are students who need to rely more on reading and writing, they can use the handout as their discussion participation.

6. The students will complete a writing assignment based off a given prompt (attached below) (15 mins).
· Students who need extra support will be given an outline with more guided questions. Overall this will be an open ended question, but some students will need more direction before they are able to produce a written product. Additionally, some students may need more time to complete the assignment especially with the amount of reading being assigned. 

Academic Language: 

This lesson addresses the language functions of description and evaluation. The students will be asked, both informally in discussion and formally in writing, to describe the different stylistic choices made by the author and evaluate them for effectiveness and infer their purpose. 

Discourse will be addressed both in the small group discussions as well as the full class discussion and the student’s writing assignments. They will need to use the correct vocabulary and successfully perform the language functions in order to succeed in this lesson. Students will be expected to critically read the memoirs for aspects of style and culture, draw conclusions and make inferences, and be able to discuss them academically.

Vocabulary: In this lesson, the vocabulary that the students need to be familiar with is style, author, purpose, and memoir. Many of the students will be familiar with these words already, but they must learn to use them in a context to evaluate a piece of writing. 

Assessment:
· Students will be able to identify different aspects of style 
· Assessed in annotated stories, informally on the handout, and in small group discussions
· Students will be able to discuss what impact this has on the overall story
· Assessed in small group and whole class discussions, and in informal writing
· Students will be able to infer what the author’s purpose was in using this style
·  Assessed in small group and whole class discussions, and in informal writing

· Students will be able to compare and contrast two different writing styles and evaluate their effectiveness
· Assessed in small group discussions, whole class discussions, and formal and informal writing  assignments
The overall and gradable assessment for this lesson is the formal writing that is assigned at the end of class. This requires students to have reached all standards and objectives to some degree. (Include rubric for grading the final writing assignment.)

